
Year in Review 
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Presentation Notes
RichPresentation will provide a review of the work, events, funding, etc. that has occurred just in the past year. Shows all the great work and dedicated staff, advocates, and citizens that have been involved.To keep this interesting we are going to present these in a modified “Ignite” with different folks that have been involved in some of the activities stepping up here to give a quick presentation on one or two different topic areas.



Pedestrian Infrastructure 
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SteveGay St Sidewalks – A sidewalk project constructed within a residential neighborhood. University Blvd – Constructed in a commercial business area. Receive a lot of use, especially connecting transit bus users from the bus stops to their destinations in the area. Virginia Ave & Wolfe St – An example of several new pedestrian signals the city has added at signalized intersections. In this example, it provides a safe crossing from a neighborhood on the west side of S High Street with the downtown area. Additionally, the new signals are Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) which means they are accessible for pedestrians who are blind or low vision (they beep and talk).E Market St Sidewalk – Constructed in a commercial business area. Also receives a lot of use, especially connecting transit bus users from the bus stops to their destinations in the area.Carrier Drive & University Boulevard  - A bout 600 pedestrians per day walk and ride bicycles between East Campus and the apartments along Neff Avenue. Many of them walk on the Arboretum service road connecting the campus to Neff Avenue. Crossing has been problematic. A pedestrian activated traffic signal was installed and a sidewalk was added to funnel the pedestrians to use the signal.Carrier Drive and I-81 Bridge - During class changes numerous students would cross Carrier Drive at White Hall where there was a “double crosswalk” with stop signs. Vehicles would have to stop twice for the crosswalks and thread their way among the students in the street, causing delays and compromising pedestrian safety. A pedestrian activated traffic light and a single crosswalk meeting ADA requirements was installed.South Main Street at the Quad - Students were crossing mid-block on South Main street to get to/from classes, primarily at Anthony Seeger Hall. Harrisonburg Transit called this “the most dangerous part of the City.” A landscaped barrier in the median was installed during the summer of 2013. Students now use either the pedestrian crossing at South Main and Grace or the tunnel to the Forbes Center.



Bicycle and Multi-Use Infrastructure 
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ThanhAt JMU they removed 29 on street parking spaces on Carrier Drive and added bike lanes on the west side of I-81 to connect with existing bike lanes on the east side/ CISAT side of campus. New sharrows have been added in the City on Liberty Street downtown and in Rockingham Co on Erickson Ave near Mountain View ES. Sharrows:Are placed in the center of a travel lane to indicate that bicyclists may use full lane. Assists bicyclists with lane position in a shared lane with on street parallel parking  to avoid the door zone, Assist bicyclists with positioning where travel lanes are too narrow for a motor vehicle and bicyclist cannot ride side by side in the lane, Alert motorists that bicyclists are likely ahead in the lane, and Reduces the incidence of wrong-way bicycling. In the City, there have also been significant progress in planning and design engineering being made on multi-use/ shared use paths that would accommodate bicyclists and pedestrians.Examples are Phase 1 of the Bluestone Trail that would be approximately 1 mile from Port Republic Road to Stone Spring Road. This would be a 10-ft wide, hard surface, path that is accessible to users of all abilities. This project is a partnership between the City, JMU, and the private property owners through which the trail travels through. One of the property owners of a student housing complex is very excited about this new trail. Construction is planned to start in Summer 2014. Visions for this trail would extend it further south to Ramblewood Park.The Northend Greenway is a proposed 2 mile shared use path being planned between the northern limits of downtown, paralleling Blacks Run to its headwaters in the Park View area where EMU is. Construction of this shared use path projected will likely be phased and the first phase to start in 2015. Imagine these two trails one day connecting the north part of the city where Eastern Mennonite University is to the  south limits of the City, by way of James Madison University. Another project not as well-known is the Cale Trail between Thomas Harrison Middle School and Westover Park.  Last year the Cale family donated 6 acres of forested land to the City to be preserved as a wooded area with trails through it.  They have approached the City again this year with interest to donate additional land. The City, THMS PTO, and SVBC members are working together to plan a series of trails in this area that would connect the school, to the neighborhoods, and Westover Park.



Mountain Biking Infrastructure 
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ThomasTrail work by SVBC; Tourism/Economy connection; #’s of trails/#’s of milesPotential Quote: "The leaders in the SVBC, the Shenandoah Bicycle Company, and Shenandoah Mountain Touring have done an excellent job of making friends in high places," says Frank Maguire, IMBA's Regional Director. "It's their political savvy and community spirit, even more than their trail building skills, that have made Harrisonburg a stand-out location." (Source: http://www.imba.com/ride-centers/current/harrisonburg)The Rocktown Trails at Hillendale - Maintenance of the entire 5 mile trail systemAssist with Construction of new “Power Line Trail”Over 300 volunteer hoursMassanutten Western Slope Trails - Construction of 1 mile of new trail and general maintenance of the 25 mile trail system“Boyscout Trail”“Granny Gear Bypass”Over  1000 volunteer hours and led over 30 volunteer trail work daysGeorge Washington National Forest - Completion of North River Trails Enhancements Phase 2 which included construction of 5 miles of non- motorized multi-user trails. Lookout Mountain – Wildoak TrailTillman West – Narrow Back MountainTower Trail – Narrow Back MountainOver 1200 volunteer hours  and led over 20 volunteer trail work daysRamblewood Park – Initial planning, design and flagging of new mountain bike trail system at Ramblewood Park.



Bike Month – May 2013 
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CarlAs Bill mentioned, May is National Bike Month.Bike Month is a League-sponsored nationwide celebration that began in 1956.We've been holding formal Bike Month activities here since 2010, with 2013 representing a significant expansion in the number of events and participants.This year for the first time, we solicited financial sponsorship from local businesses; we received over $1,000 in sponsorships.Events included:A Costume Bike Parade followed by a Bike Film Festival to kick off Bike MonthBike to Worship Weekend when worshipers were encouraged to ride their bikes to synagogue, church and mosqueTwo Sunday afternoon, family-friendly Ice Cream Rides, casual rides through the streets of HarrisonburgKids' Story Time with Sally Jean the Bicycle Queen at 10,000 VillagesAlso in Bike Month:Dr 100 happensBike to School DayBike to Work DayNational Ride of SilenceSVBC community rides



Bike to Work Day – May 17 
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CarlThe signature event of Bike Month is Bike to Work Day, celebrated nationally on the third Friday in May...Featuring:The Commuter Challenge, a friendly competition among workplaces to see who can accumulate the most riders/miles/participation --- there are lots of categories and lots of prizes!This year, 230 riders (including many of you in the audience) logged 1,196 miles.There is a Breakfast at Court Square in the morning, where riders are invited to stop and get some refreshment on the way to work...and a "Bike FROM Work" Happy Hour at Clementine at the end of the work day.



Bike to School Day 
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Presentation Notes
Becky Thomas Harrison Middle School May 8 2013 – 50 ridersThe first official “Bike to School Day” was held at Thomas Harrison Middle School and included 50 happy riders, despite dreary weather conditions. Many community partners were in attendance- including the Virginia Representative Tony Wilt, City Council members Charlie Chenault and Richard Baugh,  H’burg Police Department, Fire Department, City Staff, SafeKids Coalition members, Harrisonburg City School Superintendent  Dr. Kizner,  Thomas Harrison administration and teachers, Shenandoah Bicycle Company, Shenandoah Valley Bicycle Coalition, local pro-mountain biker Jeremiah Bishop, School PTO members and parents.  This event helped spark conversation around the newly approved plan to build a new Harrisonburg middle school and how to make sure it is bicycling and walking friendly on opening day.  City Council has this intent.  This event also sparked the organization of a monthly walk to school event that has started in the current school year.  Come out on October 4th at 7:15am to check it out!  In the lead up to Bike to School Day 2013, parents organized 5 new bike to school groups starting from a variety of Harrisonburg neighborhoods.  We hope to see more schools host bike to school events in 2014. NEXT SLIDE
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